DEC 3 1970

My, Do Do Thomas

President

Flight Safety Foundation, Inc.
18C0 N. Kent Street

Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Fr. Thomas:

Several recent approach end landling accldents emphasize
the need to gilve even more attention to the prevention of that
kind of accident.

Four approach sccidents occurred during the first half of
the month of Hovember 1970. The irst three involved airceraflt
under 12,500 pounds, ma'imum certificated weight enpgaged in
air taxl zervice, while the fourth involved a large jet trange
port engaged in a assenger operation.

In one recent accldent, the airceraflt struclk the water
one=fourth mile short of the runway appreoach lights during
an IL3 aporozach to an alrport whose weather at tne time waa
partial OLquW"LiOH, 300 Teet secattersd clouds, 1-1/2 mile
viglibillty in ground fog and smole.

A second accident involved 2 VOR appromch to an alrport
during which the ﬂ’“crmft eraghed one-hali’ mile short of the
rurnay. Weather at the time was indefinite 500=-{pot obscurie
tion, visibility one=hslf mile in fog.

A third sccident involved an ILS approach which was
abandoned. The aircraflt was glven vectors for another ILS
approach during which the alroraflt rashod anproximately
one«{ourth mile short of the runway. Weather wazs partial
ochecuration measured 200 feet variable overcast, one-hall
mile visibility in fog, overcast varlable from 100 to 300
feet.

The last accident involved a large jet aircraft which
crashed while executing an approasch to an alrport which had
& low, marginal ceiling, and low visibility restriction due
to light rain, fop, and gmoke.
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Although thﬁ findings are ilncomplete in all of these casges,
1t is slgnifiesnt that in sach, there was elther a partlal or
complete obscurauicn reported becauze of fof.

There exists, more than ever, & need for a comprehensive
analysis of low visibillty approach and landing accidents by
safety officials In rovornmont end industivry as well as by pllots
to rind the anuﬂgr bO the guestlon: How can these accldents be
praventea The Safety Board ig continuing ite priority attenw
tion to thils safety problem.

The Natlonal Transportation Safety Beard's rcview of these
and other approsch and landing accidents shows that they occur
with needless rowu?arjty ang that they are not conflned to a
single sesment of aviatlion. It 1z evident that there ave a nume
ber of Yactore vwhich must be consldered in preventling this type
of zocident, namsly, airborne and ground eguipment, proceaures
and pllot in technlgues and Judgment. It 1g clear that zalety
in this veglme of £iight can be and should be continually impdrov-
ing the guality and inereazsing the quantity of landing sids and
westhar reporting facilities and gervices. It iz caually cleay
that none of us in the aviatlion commmunity can relax our attentlon
with reapect ta the cwp aois on effective education programs,
Such programs must bring to the personnel Involved the lessons to

be learred from the unfortunate exneriences of Ouhern It is 1In

thla connectlon that we supzest that you support ouw Jectlve
Ath an educational program desisnsd o reinlorce hou salety

&&Cbo_w empnating Trom pilot AUArenss, rlight management,

operating procedures, skill and judgnment.

The Safety Boanrd ﬁ&?ti@ul“flf believes that cll pllots
should be thorourhly instructed in the hazards associnted with
shallow fop penctration. Under suech conditions, pilots should
ve preparcd to moke the missed approach declslon and execute
1t without delay whenever that alternste course of action 1ls
required.

Illusions tending to diporient the pilot during the
£ingl phases of ths landling approach &nd the limltations of
various syztems are but two of the areaz bhearing upon such
a decision . « . . hazards really, which must be recognized.

Safety can be improved by better and more airborne and
ground faclllities and Lovv%ces. The Safetby bo rd hag mads
numerouvs recommendations to the FAA relatlve to the provislon
of such facilities and services, In the meantime, however
pilots hoave to op@rate aireraft safely in the exlsting opera-
ting environment. de, Lhevrxere, belleve that & pustsined
education program as discussed above 1s & specifilc action thas
industry GiﬁﬂnLVﬂbiOWp such e yours could now take that would
tend to reduce the number of sccidents 1In this category.
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© We appeal to your organization to contribute to safety by
bringlng this accident preventlon message to the atientlion of
operations managers and pllote who are themselves best able to

implement it 1n exercising their operational declsion-making
responsibllitles.

Sincerely yours,

Original signed by
John H. Reed

John H. Reed

Chairman
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Mr. Ytuart G. Tipton
President

Air Transport Association of
America :
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Washington, D. C. 20036

Mr, Edward J, Driscoll

President

National Air Carrier Associatiom, Inc.
1730 M Street, N. W.

Suite 710

Washington, D. C. 20036

Mr., Joseph P. Adams

Executive Director

Association of Local Transpert Airlines
Wyatt Building

Suite 242

777 l4th Street, N, W.

Washington, D, C. 20005




